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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1 The Final rejection is withdrawn in response to applicants' arguments filed 5/5/04. 

2. Claims 75-77 and 90-1 16 are pending in the application. ' 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3 . Claims 75-77 and 90- 1 1 6 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record, Knight et al. (US 5,629,838), teaches an electrical connector 
(Fig.30) comprising: ' 

• a first mating connector substrate 1 1 including a first mating connector face; 

• a first array of half-capacitors 14b on the first mating connector face; 

a second mating connector substrate 10 including a second mating connector face; 

• a second array of half-capacitors 1 5a on the second mating connector face; and ' ' 

• a current mode driver (col. 45, lines 54-57) that is coupled to at least one of the half- 
capacitors in the first, and/or second arrays of half-capacitors 14b and 15a; 

the first 1 1 and second 1 0 mating connector substrates being configured to maintain 
the first and second mating connector faces in closely spaced apart relation to provide 
capacitive couplin g between corresponding half-capacitors in the first and Second 
arrays of half capacitors 
In contrast, Knight et al. neither teach nor suggest that the first and second arrays of 

capacitors are inductors and thus id prevent DC coupling and provide inductive AC coupling. 

Knight et al. neither teach nor suggest that the electrical connector comprises a DC offset 
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compensating receiver that is coupled to at least one; of the inductors in the first and/or second 
arrays of inductors. ; 

• ., ■ . In the examiner's opinion, it would, not have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in 
the art. to modify the capacitive coupling in Knight et al. to amve-the claimed invention, which. : 
comprises the inductive coupling. 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for - 
Allowance."- 1 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hsien-Ming Lee whose telephone number is 571-272-1863 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:00 ~ 5:00). If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Olik Chaudhuri can be reached on 571- 
272- 1855:. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent ] 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information. for published applications- 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free)^ 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2823 

May 18, 2004 ~ . -' 




